
AGENDA 
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS TRAFFIC COMMISSION 

MONDAY, JUNE 3, 2019; 5:30 P.M. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
I. ROLL CALL 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MARCH 4, 2019 MINUTES 
 
III. OLD BUSINESS 

 None. 
  
IV. OTHER OLD BUSINESS 
  
V. NEW BUSINESS 

 A.  REQUEST FOR 4-WAY STOP SIGN AT TYLER STREET AND 41ST AVENUE 

Ms. Amanda Kruse has requested 4-way stop signs at the intersection of Tyler Street and 41st 
Avenue.  The concern is the unsafe conditions created by the speed of traffic on Tyler Street. 

At this intersection, traffic currently stops on 41st Avenue at Tyler Street.  Traffic on Tyler 
Street stops at 40th Avenue and 44th Avenue.  Traffic on 41st Avenue stops at Reservoir 
Boulevard and Arthur Street.  Along 41st Avenue, cross-traffic also stops on Polk Street and 
Hayes Street. 
 
When approaching the intersection visibility is somewhat limited by the topography and 
landscaping on the south side of 41st Avenue.  When stopped at the stop sign, visibility of 
traffic on Tyler Street is good. 
 
According to Police Department records, there have been no reported accidents at this 
intersection for the past five years. 
 
The Minnesota Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MMUTCD) guidelines for multi-
way stop signs is included in your packet.  Conditions at the intersection do not meet the 
guidelines for 4-way stop signs.  
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION:  Move to deny the request for 4-way stop signs at 41st Avenue and 
Tyler Street based on the MMUTCD guidelines.   

 
VI. OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 
VII. REPORTS 

A. CITY ENGINEER 

B. POLICE CHIEF 

 C. COMMISSIONERS 
  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Auxiliary aids or other accommodations for disabled persons are available upon request when the request is made at least 48 hours in advance. 
Please contact the City Clerk at 763-706-3611 or jgriffin@columbiaheightsmn.gov to make arrangements. 

mailto:jgriffin@columbiaheightsmn.gov


UNAPPROVED 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2019 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Olson at 5:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present: Commissioners Olson, Clerkin, Doty, and Schluender 
 
Staff present:  Kathy Young, Assistant City Engineer 
   Erik Johnston, Police Captain 
    Sue Schmidtbauer, Administrative Assistant 
  
Council Liaison: Robert Williams 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Doty, seconded by Schluender, to approve the minutes of February 4, 2019 as presented.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
RESIDENTS PRESENT:   
Greg Miller, 4530 Taylor Street  Larry and Jo Lindgren, 1215 45-1/2 Avenue 
Dwaine Anderson, 1314 45-1/2 Avenue Constance Cotter, 1318 45th Avenue 
Mark Salchert, 1320 45-1/2 Avenue  Bridget Flannigan, 1221 45-1/2 Avenue 
Greg Billman, 1318 45th Avenue 
 
At the last Traffic Commission meeting the commissioners called for a public hearing to restrict parking on 
the north side of 45th Avenue from Taylor Street to 240’ east of Fillmore Street.  The concerns are that 45th 
Avenue narrows from Taylor Street to Fillmore Street and the hill going up towards Buchanan Street tends 
to block visibility when vehicles are parked on the street.   The Police Department also looked at traffic 
accidents within the past five years for that area and there have been approximately 10 accidents. 
 
Bridget Flannigan lives at 1221 45-1/2 Avenue which is 1-1/2 blocks from the area.  On her way to the 
meeting tonight she had to drive through a snowbank in order to get around a garbage truck.  She stated 
this is a perfect example of the difficulty of driving around that corner when cars are parked on both sides, 
especially with the snowbanks.  You cannot get around the corner without just creeping out.  When she 
takes the bus to work she will walk an extra block on the other street because she knows this street is not 
safe.  She does the same when she walks her dog.  She tries to avoid this area as much as possible and also 
feels it’s dangerous for children.  Olson asked it it’s the same in the summer months.  Ms. Flannigan advised 
it’s difficult to see with the parked cars in the summer too, drivers cannot see downhill or across or what’s 
coming.  The visibility all year round is tough and because the street narrows, only one car can go down at a 
time.   
 
Dwaine Anderson has lived at 1314 45-1/2 Avenue since 1965 and it’s always been a nightmare.  Mr. 
Anderson is who brought this concern to the Traffic Commission.  He stated cars are not supposed to be 
parked on the street from 2 am to 6 am, but when his son leaves for work at 2:45 am there are frequently 
cars parked on the street.  When vehicles are parked on both sides of the street and with the hill and some 



Traffic Commission Minutes – March 4, 2019 
Page 2 
 
people parking so close to Fillmore Street, it really cuts the vision off.  Feels we really need the no parking.  
 
Larry Lindgren lives at 1215 45-1/2 Avenue.  He feels this is a tremendously dangerous place.  It is difficult 
to judge when to turn as cars pop over the hill and the parked cars make it very difficult to see.  He feels 
something needs to be done before lives are taken. 
 
Mark Salchert lives at 1320 45-1/2 Avenue and agrees with all his neighbor’s comments.  He would like to 
add that he’s has had many close calls and near misses at this intersection.  He’s lived in the neighborhood 
35 years.  He drives a big truck and is a tall person and still has a hard time seeing over the parked cars. 
 
Greg Billman lives at 1318 45th Avenue.  He drives 45th Avenue to Central Avenue every day for his work 
path.  States he constantly has to drive slow coming up or going down the hill to make sure he doesn’t have 
a problem with a vehicle coming out of Fillmore Street.   He’s used Fillmore Street a couple of times and 
you have to be very careful looking both directions trying to see past cars.  When cars are parked there it 
can be a little nerve wracking coming through that corner. 
 
Bob Arth has lived at 1209 45th Avenue at the crest of the hill for 40 years.  Part of the issue is speed on the 
street because it is high traffic.  He verified that parking will be on the south side of the street.  He stated a 
number of people are bus drivers and they’ve been leaving their buses on 45th Avenue, one has left a bus 
on Fillmore Street, which is a bad spot as well and makes seeing traffic from over the hill even more 
difficult.  He doesn’t know how this is handled, if someone has a large school bus that they drive, if they’re 
allowed to park on the street.  There’s also a bus parked in the Keyes Park lot that’s had to be fixed and 
restarted a number of times.  He doesn’t think buses should be parked at Keyes Park either but he doesn’t 
know what the arrangement is with the bus companies.  Anything that narrows that area and constricts the 
traffic is an issue, the school buses especially.   They have been parking on the south side of the street so 
they’re parking on the side that’s allowed to be parked on but this still creates the same issue and is 
something that needs to be addressed.  This is a dangerous intersection with issues all year around. 
 
Young advised she received a call from a resident on 45-1/2 Avenue who supports the parking change as 
well. 
 
Constance Cotter lives at 1318 45th Avenue and wanted to comment on the summer traffic.  She feels 
parking should also be restricted in the summer also as traffic tends to be a lot faster and vehicles zoom up 
and down the hill.  The restricted parking will at least make it a little safer.  She feels it’s a year round issue.  
She’s also seen a lot of vehicles parked overnight on 45th Avenue and surrounding streets and would like to 
have that addressed. 
 
Motion by Clerkin, seconded by Doty to recommend the City Council designate “No Parking” on the north 
side of 45th Avenue from Taylor Street to 240’ east of Fillmore Street.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Young advised this will go before the City Council at their next meeting on March 11th and the City Council 
will make the final determination if it is approved or not.  Once approved, the signs will go up, weather 
permitting. 
 
Greg Miller of 4530 Taylor Street had a question regarding cars being parked overnight.  Wanted to know 
what the rule is if they don’t have a permit.  Captain Johnston advised it is a violation.  Mr. Miller asked 
why, when this happens all the time, isn’t the car isn’t towed away.  Captain Johnston advised we do not 
tow cars, we issue citations.  Mr. Miller stated he never sees a citation on the car either.  Captain Johnston 
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advised they have two officers on nights to cover the entire city and this is not always feasible.  They do 
actively and regularly enforce the ordinance every night as calls allow.  They know it’s a frustration, but 
people have more cars than parking spaces.  They’ve also seen an increase in parking permit requests.  Mr. 
Miller asked if this should be reported if it’s happening frequently.  Captain Johnston advised that he should 
go ahead and call if it’s an ongoing problem.  Also advised that school buses are regulated separately in the 
ordinance and they will address that. 
 
Another resident asked the cost of the citation.  It is $25.00.  Another resident inquired about the basis for 
issuing a permit.   Captain Johnston advised they do not issue permits to rental properties and a residence 
has to have more licensed drivers and vehicles than parking spaces.  Issuing a parking permit is not based 
on convenience.  Resident advised the hill is heavy rental property and that’s where the issue lies.  Captain 
Johnston stated they can ask for more reinforcements. 
 
OTHER OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
REPORTS 
 
CITY ENGINEER 

None  
  
POLICE CHIEF 
 None 

 
COMMISSIONERS 
 None   

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Clerkin, seconded by Schluender to adjourn the meeting at 5:50 p.m.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sue Schmidtbauer 
Administrative Assistant 
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Kathy Young

Subject: Stop sign corner of Tyler and 41st

From: Mandy Kruse <addysonj@q.com> 
Date: May 6, 2019 at 9:57:25 AM CDT 
To: kyoung@columbiaheigtsmn.gov 
Subject: Stop sign corner of Tyler and 41st 

Hello,  
I am sending this email in regards to having no stop sign on Tyler and 41st.  
I have lived here for 8 years. The cars come flying done the street due to having no stop signs on 
Tyler. Just this morning alone I have heard 5 people lay on there horn. They are within inches of 
getting in a bad accident.  
Having a 4 way stop will at least help slow drivers down. I have little children they can’t even 
ride there bike on my street. Not to mention there is a school at that church directly across the 
street from my house.  
I tried addressing this when I first moved in. Please considered it. It can’t hurt, only help.  
Thank you,  
Amanda Kruse 
4100 Tyler St. 
651 402-7660 
addysonj@q.com 
 
Sent from my iPhone 



MINNESOTA MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 

FEBRUARY 2015 

 

The MUTCD guidelines for installing MULTI-WAY STOP signs at intersections are listed 

below: 

 

The decision to install multi-way stop control should be based on an engineering study. 

 

The following criteria should be considered in the engineering study for a multi-way STOP 

sign installation: 

 

A. Where traffic control signals are justified, the multi-way stop is an interim measure that 

can be installed quickly to control traffic while arrangements are being made for the 

installation of the traffic control signal. 

B. Five or more reported crashes in a 12-month period that are susceptible to correction 

by a multi-way stop installation.  Such crashes include right-turn and left-turn collisions 

as well as right-angle collisions. 

C. Minimum volumes: 

1. The vehicular volume entering the intersection from the major street approaches 

(total of both approaches) averages at least 300 vehicles per hour for any 8 hours of 

an average day; and  

2. The combined vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle volume entering the intersection 

from the minor street approaches (total of both approaches)averages at least 200 

units per hour for the same 8 hours, with an average delay to minor-street vehicular 

traffic of at least 30 seconds per vehicle during the highest hour; but 

3. If the 85
th

-percentile approach speed of the major street traffic exceeds 40 mph, the 

minimum vehicular volume warrants are 70 percent of the values provided in Items 1 

and 2. 

D. Where no single criterion is satisfied, but where Criteria B, C.1, and C.2 are all satisfied 

to 80 percent of the minimum values.  Criterion C.3 is excluded from this condition. 

 

Other criteria that may be considered in an engineering study include: 

A. The need to control left-turn conflicts; 

B. The need to control vehicle/pedestrian conflicts near locations that generate high 

pedestrian volumes; 

C. Locations where a road user, after stopping, cannot see conflicting traffic and is not 

able to negotiate the intersection unless conflicting cross traffic is also required to stop; 

and  

D. An intersection of two residential neighborhood collector (through) streets of similar 

design and operating characteristics where multi-way stop control would improve traffic 

operational characteristics of the intersection. 
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